Out-of-this-world planetarium 
opens today in Jersey City. -...: 
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LINE SHUT DOWN Aknock,a 
AFTER 140-CAR  wWam™msg.a 


desperate run 


TRAIN DERAILS for their lives 


Many have no time to spare as they 
flee Calif. fires that have turned lethal 


Julie Watson and Elliot Spagat Associated Press 


Flames were practically on top of Dick and Joan Marsa- 
la’s home when they got an urgent knock on the door and 
were told to leave. 

The couple, in their mid-80s, grabbed only a change of 
clothes and medications before fleeing Thursday through 
wind gusts and smoke as fire swallowed the row of mobile 
homes behind their place in the Rancho Monserate Coun- 
try Club north of San Diego. 

It’s a story that has played out in communities across 
much of Southern California this week as ferocious winds 
whipped sparks into massive infernos that have killed one 
person, destroyed more than 500 buildings, killed dozens 
of horses and forced hundreds of thousands of people to 
run from fires that have burned nearly 250 square miles 
since Monday. 

SEE FIRES, 4 


Union firefighters work at the scene where a CSX Transportation train derailed along the Raritan Valley line southwest 
of the Union NJ Transit station Friday. Photos by Aristide Economopoulos, for The Star-Ledger 


No injuries reported but accident caused 
‘severe damage to tracks, fire official said 


Firefighters put out hot spots on Friday morning ata 
mobile home park in Fallbrook, California, as wildfires rage 
A major freight train derailment in Union elsewhere. Eduardo Contreras, San Diego Union-Tribune 
Township left rail cars strewn across tracks 
used by commuter trains and caused the 
indefinite shutdown of NJ Transit’s Raritan 
Valley Line on Friday. 

Fire officials said the roughly 140-car 
train operated by CSX Transportation 
derailed about 1:30 p.m. on its way to Selkirk, 
New York, a suburb of Albany. 

The tracks sustained “severe damage,” 
Fire Chief Michael Scanio said, and the train 
cars were empty, according to the engineer’s 
manifest. No injuries were reported. 

Overhead images showed at least 10 cars 
derailed on one part of the train, and a 
tanker derailed near an NJ Transit station. 

A spokesman for Union County, Sebas- 
tian D’Elia, said the train, which was coming 
from Philadelphia, derailed at two locations 


YOUTH SPORTS 


Teaching coaches how 
to save stricken kids 
on the field in real time 


Keith Sargeant For The Star-Ledger 


James Fisher arrived for a recent meeting inside the 


— near the football field at Kean Univer- Rutgers University women’s soccer office, greeted Scarlet 
sity and also near Galloping Hill Road. The Service on the Raritan Valley Line was immediately suspended between Knights coach Mike O’Neill with a hug, and pulled out a 
affected tracks, which are owned by Conrail, Newark Penn Station and Cranford, and between Raritan and High Bridge. pamphlet with his son’s picture on it. 
are used by freight trains and NJ Transit. “This,” he said, “is therapy for me.” 


Fisher recalled dropping off his son, Sean, for a recre- 
ational-league football practice on Aug. 25, 2008. It was 
Sean’s 13th birthday. Fifteen minutes into warm-ups, Sean 
collapsed on the field. He was a victim of an undetected 
heart condition known as hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. 

In the nine years since the death of his only child, James 
Fisher has devoted his life to providing free screenings to 
rising high school freshmen in Bergen County through the 
Sean Fisher Memorial Foundation. 

Now he’s taking his cause national with the All Heart 
program, which aims to educate the youth-athletic com- 
munity about sudden cardiac death, train coaches in CPR 
and the use of automated external defibrillators, and raise 
awareness in all sports communities. 

“Unfortunately,” he said, “we had no warning signs 


It may take more than a day for service on 
the train line to be fully restored, D’Elia said. 

The derailment occurred before Friday 
evening’s rush hour, forcing thousands of 
commuters to use alternate routes. 

Service on the Raritan Valley Line was 
immediately suspended between Newark 
Penn Station and Cranford, and between 
Raritan and High Bridge, said Nancy Sny- 
der, an NJ Transit spokeswoman. NJ Tran- 
sit buses and private carrier buses were 
cross-honoring tickets. The cause of the 
derailment was not immediately known. 

People were evacuated from nearby 
homes and businesses, Scanio said, but they 


were being allowed to return to their homes whatsoever with Sean.” 
by late afternoon after hazmat teams cleared The derailment occurred before Friday evening’s rush hour, Fisher’s newest efforts began last August, after a 14-year- 
the accident scene. — Staffand wire reports forcing thousands of commuters to use alternate routes. SEE COACHES, 9 
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